[Sarcomas of the uterus: immunohistochemical characterization and diagnosis].
Pathologic findings and immunohistochemical characterizations of 18 cases of uterine sarcomas were studied. In endometrial stromal sarcoma (ESS), 5 out of 10 cases had ovarian sex cord-like pattern and 4 out of 10 cases had smooth muscle differentiation. Immunohistochemical findings showed vimentin, desmin and cytokeratin positive in 9/10, 6/10, 2/10 cases respectively which reflects that ESS may differentiate into both epithelium and muscle components morphologically. In malignant mixed Mullerian tumors (MMT), its carcinomatous structure may be positive about vimentin, and its sarcomatous structure may be positive to the epithelium markers, which indicates that both the sarcoma and carcinoma structures have possibly a common origin. It is considered to be of value for the diagnosis of MMT, if the tumor has differentiated both epithelium and mesoderm components or to be positive to myoglobin, NSE* in immunoreaction, accompanying with the morphologic characterizations of the tumor.